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HOMESWEST, PRIORITY WAITING LIST IN THE NORTHERN SUBURBS 

585. Hon GIZ WATSON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Housing and 
Works:   

Newly arrived migrants from Africa tend to settle in the northern suburbs such as Mirrabooka and the 
surrounding areas.  The supply of public housing, especially for large families with more than five members, is 
poor.   

(1) How many large families - more than five family members - are on the Homeswest priority waiting list 
in the northern suburbs?   

(2) What is the size and ethnic background of each family?   

(3) How many large families are on the general waiting list for that area?   

(4) Is the minister aware that a substantial number of African migrants are about to arrive in WA?   

(5) What strategies, if any, does the minister have in place to provide these families with adequate housing? 

Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Three.   

(2) Two families are from Somalia, one of which has six family members, and the other has nine.  The third 
family of more than five family members has not identified any ethnic background.   

(3) 233.  

(4) Yes.  The Department of Housing and Works representatives attend regular meetings with the 
Department of Indigenous Affairs and the Office of Multicultural Interests to ensure that it remains 
fully informed of the progress and status of new migrants. 

(5) The Department of Housing and Works has 13 527 applicants on its waiting list as at 31 July 2005 and 
must consider the housing needs of all Western Australians, including the needs of new arrivals.  The 
department liaises with the contracted resettlement organisation in the northern suburbs to supply 
additional bond assistance, including ongoing fees, to enable migrants to access private rental 
accommodation.  They may also be entitled to apply for public housing assistance and can be listed on 
the waiting list.  However, the residency status of individual migrants is a determining factor in 
assessing eligibility for public housing.  

 The provision of services for immigrants is the responsibility of the commonwealth.  However, no 
additional funds have been provided to the states under the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement 
to target the housing needs of immigrants.  CSHA funds for specific programs have been frozen since 
1989-90.  The real value of CSHA funding has declined significantly since 1989.  The overall value of 
CSHA funds to WA since 2001 has declined by an estimated $89 million.  The Minister for Housing 
and Works is about to release the draft housing strategy, which includes strategies to secure 
commonwealth and state funding for social housing to assist the most vulnerable people in our 
community, including new arrivals. 

 


